Sample Case Studies

_______________________________________

The Western Rail Corridor is seen as a series of interconnected elements, each with its own distinct advantages in terms of the case for its re-opening. 

The following are three examples, each costed according to our survey of the line. 

4.1 Tuam-Athenry-Oranmore-Galway 

4.2 Claremorris-Kiltimagh-Swinford-Charlestown/Knock International

4.3 Limerick-Shannon Airport–Ennis-Galway
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4.1 Tuam-Athenry-Oranmore-Galway

Tuam-Athenry-Oranmore-Galway has an exceptionally  strong case as a commuter line. Hour by hour traffic statistics for the N17 going back 5 years (Source: NRA / Galway Co. Council) show a 38% increase in daily traffic since 1998. Every weekday more than 30,000 cars enter Galway, the greater proportion via the N17. By restoring the railway two national bottlenecks will be relieved i.e. the Oranmore roundabouts and Claregalway village. Oranmore station will need to be re-opened and there is sufficient land in its vicinity for a park and ride car park. 

In relation to commuters from further afield, it is projected that the population of Claremorris town, boosted by the decentralization of the OPW, will have increased by 2005 to more than 5,000 people and we note that in every town along the WRC, south of and including Kiltimagh and Swinford the population has been steadily increasing i.e. by a minimum of more than 10% between each census. Tuam and environs is expected to have a population of 15,000 in the next 5 years and Oranmore is projected to have a population of 16,000 in the same period. In addition a new town of 12,000 people, called Ardán, is proposed for South of Oranmore and close to the WRC. As county planning and development plans reflect this, it can be confidently predicted that the populations of these towns will grow more quickly than even the best planners can anticipate. It is therefore better to put the infrastructure in place now, before further development, rather than 10 years hence, in the midst of a crisis caused by poor planning. 

Tuam-Athenry is costed at €16.32m and Athenry-Galway at €21m (See 3.4 and 3.6).

4.2 Claremorris-Kiltimagh-Swinford-Charlestown/Knock International

Looking North at Knock Airport we do NOT recommend a spur into the airport in the first instance. Instead we see Charlestown, which will be the population base for the newly decentralized Government Department of Rural Affairs, being developed as Charlestown / Knock International station with a dedicated coach service to the airport, a journey of 5 minutes. 

Passenger projections, not publicly available, show that Knock Airport can expect its charter flight business to grow by 2010 to over 100,000. This is a realistic estimate, in our view, given that it grew from less than 2,000 to 16,000 in the current year.  Airport management is officially projecting a minimum of 0.5 million passengers by 2007. The main reason offered by holiday passengers for flying from Knock is the ease of travel compared to conditions at Dublin. More international companies and operators are interested in flying from Knock than ever before. Overall, business has grown by 26% in the current year and more new services (including Europe and America) are planned for the next 5 years. 

Consequently, we envisage Knock becoming a mini-Stanstead with a Galway and Sligo service becoming part of the standard WRC schedule in due course. Re-opening this section of the line has the additional benefit of connecting Charlestown, Knock airport, Swinford and Kiltimagh to the National Inter-city Network i.e. Dublin via Claremorris. 

This section is costed at €34.765m (See 2.2).
4.3 Limerick-Shannon Airport–Ennis-Galway

The Limerick to Galway line should be developed as an inter-city route. The logic of the National Spatial Strategy clearly points to the necessity of re-establishing the remaining part of the southern leg of the WRC to connect Limerick and Galway, two of the country’s biggest cities. 

There is a sound business case to be made for a rail link to Shannon Airport from the WRC. Trans-Atlantic tourists arriving at Shannon should be able to travel comfortably to any destination in the West or South West by rail. The whole Mid-West and West region would benefit greatly from such a development and the WRC will provide this facility at modest cost. The capacity that the new terminal in Shannon provides should be availed of. By bringing the rail line to the airport and providing good inter-regional services from Sligo, Westport, Ballina, Galway, Cork, Waterford etc the value of this investment could be maximised rapidly as well as taking pressure off Dublin. 

The recent report by the Shannon Railway Company envisages the proposed commuter rail link attracting 20 per cent of the estimated 230,000 weekly commuter car trips in the area to use the new services, and says there is a potential demand base of 2.3 million passengers a year for the service, in an area which has the highest single concentration of industrial employment outside of Dublin. 

Athenry-Ennis is costed at €35.63m (See 3.5).
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